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Dealing with a Calloused Sinner
Acts 16:25-40

Introduction:

We left our heroes in prison; In the inner prison; In stocks. There is no way they can escape! What will they do?

Why are they there in the first place? - They are there to meet the next convert.
How would you have arranged a meeting between Paul and a hard, calloused ex-Roman legionnaire?
God is in charge of all evangelistic encounters (and you thought you were). He arranges the meeting. He sets the stage for the meeting. He prepares the people for the meeting. Then He gives the salvation – free. Why does He do all of that? -- In order that no one can boast.
I. The Work of God at Midnight – 16:25-34
A. A Seismic Miracle – 16:25-29
1. A Saint Singing – 16:25
“But at midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the prisoners were listening to them. 

The first miracle in this passage is that Paul and Silas were not complaining about their miss-treatment or about the pain they were suffering. Instead, they were praying and singing. Paul said to Silas, please pass out the hymnals so that we can sing. No, they knew the words. They were praying. They were still on speaking terms with God.
The prisoners heard – maybe the jailor too. What a testimony! - Singing in that situation.
About 10 years later, Paul is in another prison – Rome. He wrote a letter to the church in Philippi. Do you know the theme of that letter? Joy and rejoicing! 
Phil.4:4-7                                                                                                                                                                                               
“Rejoice in the Lord always. Again I will say, rejoice! Let your ﻿﻿gentleness be known to all men. ﻿﻿The Lord is at hand. ﻿﻿Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with ﻿﻿thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God; ﻿and ﻿﻿the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.”
2. A Stronghold Shaken – 16:26
“Suddenly there was a great earthquake, so that the foundations of the prison were shaken; and immediately ﻿﻿all the doors were opened and everyone’s chains were loosed. 

This is no ordinary earthquake! Maybe the doors would be opened, but I can’t imagine it loosing chains. The next miracle is that no prisoner escaped.
3. A Suicide Saved – 16:27-29
a. What he feared – 16:27

“And the keeper of the prison, awaking from sleep and seeing the prison doors open, supposing the prisoners had fled, drew his sword and was about to kill himself.”
If he lost a prisoner, he took his place. The prisoners would love to have him in with them. He preferred death to that.

b. What he found – 16:28-29

“But Paul called with a loud voice, saying, “Do yourself no harm, for we are all here.” Then he (the Jailor) called for a light, ran in, and fell down trembling before Paul and Silas.”
B. A Spiritual Miracle – 16:30-34
1. Belief – 16:30-32
a. The gospel pressed home to the jailor’s heart – 16:30-31
“And he brought them out and said, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” 

What did the jailor mean by that? To be delivered from the earthquake? No, the earthquake was over. Besides that, Paul’s answer offered a spiritual salvation.
How did the jailor know about that salvation?
· It was a small city; the word of Paul’s message got around.
· It could have been written on the complaint.
· He could have heard them singing before the earthquake.
Remember what Paul said about the gospel in Galatians 1:8-9,
“But even if ﻿﻿we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel to you than what we have preached to you, let him be ﻿﻿accursed (ἀνάθεμα). ﻿As we have said before, so now I say again, if anyone preaches any other gospel to you ﻿﻿than what you have received, let him be accursed.”
This is the only point of doctrine that carries a curse if you get it wrong.

So, it is very helpful to hear someone ask him this very pointed question. Will he say?

1. Ask Jesus into your heart

2. Repent and be baptized 

3. Be sorry for your sins
4. Promise to live for Jesus
5. Tell somebody about your decision

6. Etc.
7. None of the above

Acts 16:31

“So they said, “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be saved, you and your household.”

He does not add one thing to “believe.”
Note: the phrase, “and your household” - It should not be taken to mean that:
1. If the head of the household believes, He does so for all who are in the house.

We stand before the cross – individually.
Will stand before the judgment - individually

2. The faith of the head of the house guarantees the salvation of the entire house eventually.
What it does mean is: If you believe, you will be saved. And if any member of your house believes, he/she will be saved. That is apparently what happened here.
b. The gospel pressed home to the jailor’s household – 16:32
“Then they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all who were in his house.”


----------------------------------------------------------
Rarely will anyone who has never heard of Jesus say, “Yes, I believe in Jesus”, like the blind man in John 9:35-36 - 

Jesus had opened his eyes. A little while later Jesus asked him, “Do you ﻿﻿believe in ﻿﻿the Son of ﻿﻿God?” He answered and said, “Who is He, Lord, that I may believe in Him?” 

Jesus said, in essence, “I am the Son of God.” The man said, “Lord, I believe”

Someone might asked, “How is He able to save me?”
You will answer, Jesus is God. He became man and died as man and in the place of man. 

The good news is that your sin has been paid for. This includes the totality of your sin and your guilt from Adam’s sin; and your acts of sin. Because Jesus is God, He is infinite and he can suffer infinitely, paying for the sin of every man.
2 Corinthians 5:21
“For ﻿﻿He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become ﻿﻿the righteousness of God in Him.”
Therefore, the question now is not the sin question, but the Son question. 

At any time during the teaching the person might “believe in Jesus.” At that point, he/she receives salvation and is given life that will never end.
 

------------------------------------------------------------
Why should the jailor believe Paul and Silas? God sent verification by the earthquake and by the fact that no prisoners escaped.
2. Brotherhood – 16:33a
“And he took them the same hour of the night and washed their stripes. 

There is a common bond between believers. When one suffers, they all suffer. The jailor washed the same stripes he had put on them a few hours earlier.
3. Baptism – 16:33b

“And immediately he and all his family (household) were baptized.

Two questions:
First: Where were they baptized (immersed)?

Maybe there was sufficient water in the prison compound.

Maybe they went down to the river. It was dawn by now.


It was just the 2 prisoners, Paul and Silas, plus his household.
Second: Who was baptized? “He and his entire household”
Some say it had to include infants. How many households here include infants? None



Note the word “all” in vv. 32, 33, 34.



32 - Paul spoke the Word to “all” who were in the house.


33 - They were “all” baptized.


34 - They had “all” believed prior to the eating and rejoicing, “having believed”.
So, the order was:
1. They all believed (31 or at least before v. 33)
2. They all were baptized (33)
3. They all ate and rejoiced (34)
4. Blessing – 16:34

“Now when he had brought them into his house, ﻿﻿he set food before them; and he rejoiced, having believed in God with all his household.”
Then they went into the jailor’s house, (maybe adjacent to the jail). He feed them and rejoiced “having believed” in the Lord with his whole house (prior to this time).
II. The Worry of the Governors in the Morning – 16:35-40
A. The Release – 16:35-36 
“And when it was day, the magistrates sent the ﻿﻿officers, saying, “Let those men go.” So the keeper of the prison reported these words to Paul, saying, “The magistrates have sent to let you go. Now therefore depart, and go in peace.” 

Passions had cooled overnight. Those pesky Jews had learned their lesson. They won’t disturb us or any other Roman city again. Now they can go. So the jailor told them the good news. “you’re free to go.”
B. The Refusal – 16:37-38
1. What Paul Asserted – 16:37
“But Paul said to them, “They have beaten us openly, uncondemned ﻿﻿Romans, and have thrown us into prison. And now do they put us out secretly? No indeed! Let them come themselves and get us out.” 

Paul was very bold. He knew his rights as a Roman citizen:
1. They could not be beaten and imprisoned without a proper trial.
2. They were exempt from any degrading form of punishment.
3. They could not be expelled from a Roman city.

If Paul reported these infractions the magistrates would be in serious trouble. So he said, “They have condemned us openly, let them free us openly.”
2. What Paul Accomplished – 16:38

“And the officers told these words to the magistrates, and they were afraid when they heard that they were Romans.”
So why did they not tell them before? Maybe they did but in the confusion and noise they didn’t hear. Maybe they did, but no one believed them.
Why are they telling them now? They are free to go. What can they gain? Probably, they want to make sure that the Christians are not mistreated because of them. The magistrates would be hesitant to harm them now. Paul could still tell Rome what had happened.
I found an interesting parallel in Acts 22:25-26 - 
In Jerusalem the Jews made an issue because Paul was in the temple telling of his conversion experience. The Jews were trying to kill him so the Commander of the barracks, responsible for keeping peace in the temple area, took him up to the barracks and was going to try him by scourging.
﻿“And as they bound him with thongs, Paul said to the centurion who stood by, ﻿﻿“Is it lawful for you to scourge a man who is a Roman, and uncondemned?” When the centurion heard that, he went and told the commander, saying, “Take care what you do, for this man is a Roman.” 

C. The Request – 16:39-40

1. What the Magistrates Desired – 16:39
“Then they came and pleaded with them and brought them out, and ﻿﻿asked them to depart from the city.”
Now they are begging them to leave since they have no right to order them to leave.
2. What the Missionaries Decided – 16:40﻿

“So they went out of the prison ﻿﻿and entered the house of Lydia; and when they had seen the brethren, they encouraged them and departed. 

They did leave town, but not immediately.
They stopped at Lydia’s house, encouraged them and then departed. 
Conclusion:
So, who gets the glory for the souls saved in Philippi? - Not the Jailor.
